TO THE ARMISTICE

deep and sincere appreciation of the most thorough and excellent
Instruction which you have given us during these three short
weeks, and also to thank you for the many courtesies that you
have rendered us, and the kindest and most chivalrous hospitality
which you and your Officers have shown us.

" It is very gratifying to me to observe the marked improvement
in the Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the
seven Machine-Gun Companies under the guidance and tutor-
ship of you and your most worthy Officers and Non-Commissioned
Officers.

" I would also like to thank the rank and file of your enlisted
men for their deep interest and untiring efforts in the instruction
of our Machine-Gunners.

" I feel quite sure, from observation and what I have heard,
that no other American Machine-Gun Battalion has had such
good advantages as this one while undergoing instruction in
Europe. I am sure that the American Officers over us have
observed the great improvement which has been brought about
through our instruction under your Command.

" We are to be congratulated that we were attached to the
33rd Battalion Machine-Gun Corps for instruction.

" You know that most of this organization is from North
Carolina. Yes, c We are Tar Heels born and Tar Heels bred,*
and when we die, c we will be Tar Heels dead.3

" After this mighty conflict shall have ended, and our flags
are flying victoriously, we want you and your Officers and soldiers
to visit us in America, and we will show you some things that are
neither in open or trench warfare, which will give us the greatest
amount of pleasure."

This seems to be sufficient answer to General Pershing's
complaint in his recently published reminiscences that British
troops were low in morale and unfitted to train American
legions.

In 1923, as a member of the Delegation of British Business
Men, I visited the United States, and first among my engagements
was a renewal of comradeship with my friends of the 30th
American Division, whom I visited in North Carolina.

At the end of August, moving by night in a convoy of twenty-
two lorries, we were moved to Rocquigny, across our old battle-
fields beside Albert and Bapaume. The final offensive.

Although enormous strides had been made to rebuild the